The suction test for oesophageal placement of the endotracheal tube using an oesophageal detector device: caution is required with inexperienced operators.
A modified oesophageal detector device made from simple universally available components was tested in a cadaver model using relatively inexperienced nurse volunteers as operators. In all but two of 71 tests the correct location of an endotracheal tube was identified in under 10 s. The errors were the result of inadequate attention to seating the device in the endotracheal tube connector. The positive predictive value for oesophageal placement was 100%. It is recommended that the device be more widely used, especially in ambulances and emergency departments, but that personnel should be specifically trained in its use.